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WHEN YOU THINK YOU WANT TO RETIRE 
 

 
• Notify the Fund Office 90 days ahead to complete an Intent to Retire form, including the date you 

wish to retire. 
 

• All forms required for retirement both for Annuity and Pension are obtained from the Fund Office. 
 

• In order to prepare an accurate Pension calculation, the Fund Office must have a copy(ies) of any 
divorce decree(s) and qualified domestic relations order(s) that allocate a portion of your retirement 
benefit to a former spouse as soon as possible. If you have a divorce decree only, that may not be 
sufficient.  Because calculating a benefit based on a domestic relations order requires assistance 
from the Fund’s actuary and incurs a cost to the fund (which, at this point, is not passed along to the 
participant), we may limit the number of times/dates for which a calculation that involves a domestic 
relations order is prepared.  Please note that the Fund’s legal counsel reviews all domestic relations 
orders to determine whether they are “qualified”.  Unless an order is deemed qualified, it is not 
sufficient for purposes of calculating your retirement benefit. 

 
• After you complete your Intent to Retire form, the Fund Office will prepare a preliminary calculation 

of your benefit.  Forms that must be completed prior to retirement will be provided to you when you 
are certain of your retirement date.  We request that you and your spouse (if applicable) schedule a 
meeting with staff within 60 days prior to your retirement to review the forms and benefit options, 
and assist with completion, if necessary.  You must bring copies of your marriage license, birth 
certificates for you and your spouse, and copies of any divorce decrees/qualified domestic relations 
orders that may affect your pension benefit if they have not already been provided to the Fund 
Office. 

 
• You may work up until your retirement date.  Because of the way hours/contributions are reported, 

this may result in a retroactive adjustment to your Annuity and Pension benefits if additional pension 
credit is earned and additional contributions to your annuity account during your last month of 
employment. 

 
• If you choose to return to work as a construction industry craftsman, notify the Fund Office as soon 

as possible, but not later than 15 days after beginning work. Your pension will be suspended until 
you again retire.  The jurisdiction of this plan is Illinois and Iowa, and the remainder of any Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Area which falls within Illinois and/or Iowa.  Please read the Retirement 
section of the Summary Plan Description (attached) carefully since the definition of “disqualifying 
employment” changes based on age.  This section also outlines potential penalties for failure to 
notify the Fund Office of a return to work. 

 
• If you work outside the jurisdiction of these plans after retirement, you are allowed to reciprocate to 

this Welfare Fund but not to either Annuity or Pension Funds.  If you are working outside the area 
prior to retiring and are reciprocating via the ERTS system, please make sure to remove Annuity and 
Pension from ERTS. 

 


